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Why are \

plants’ scientific names

written in Latin? ‘\

0L T0 NANE PLINTS ACCURATEL =

COMMON NAMES ~  AND = SCIENTIFIC NAMES R

\ In much of Europe.
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Every human society has its own words to refer to plants found in its environment. When. Evropean scholars first began to study the living world 18 century Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaevs famously
These are the names vsed locally, called PRIV NNIE This means there are lots around them, they needed to have a common vocabulary studied, named, and classified arovnd 6,000 plants. He was
of regional names. and the same plant can sometimes have more than 10 different to identify all Known animal and plant species, to makKe one of the leading ado;?ﬁers Yl binomial nomenclaturedlAd
names in the same country. communication easier and avoid misunderstandings. universal s sﬁem or naming all living things. This involves
- *\\ a Latin maa(e up of & 9enus name and a

species name’ given to every living creature, traditionally
written in italics. Binomial nomenclature, which is still vsed to
scientific name B ' Lhis day. benefits from being vniversal, so it can be shared by
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Maples are \

grouped together \\ Fleld maples can also be called the for the he\d map\e L15 MaGe up of two names: the gent_Js everyone. It means we can all name every species accumﬁelg.
MAP l_[S under the Acergenus. common maple or hedge maple, W name for maples: Acer, and the species
depending on where you are in the world. ' name for this particular maple: campestre.

| Together, they make up a
AN /\group of trees of around

N ‘. 150 related species.
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Acer saccharum “ ‘ — Acer pseudoplatanus
Sugar maple | | Sycamore maple
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